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CHAPTER I

Research Proposal

INTRODUCTION

A Revolution is a social phenomenon where a group of people initiates, by any
means, a radical change of an existing socio-political order into another.' In the case of
the Philippines, the revolution was manifested, during the Spanish colonization, through
the revolutionary movement known as Katipunan. Led by Andres Bonifacio, the
Filipinos could no longer endure the maltreatment from the Spaniards, widespread
corruption, unequal distribution of lands, excessive tax collections, and massive class
exploitation and oppression. The Filipinos wanted independence from these foreign rulers
and it can only be done through the establishment of a revolutionary movement that
would overthrow the existing government. The said independence was finally achieved
on June 12, 1898 when the Filipinos won the battle against the Spaniards. However, the
Americans seized the independence fought for by the Filipinos and merely replaced the
Spaniards as colonizers. The Americans were no different from the former, for they also
did not plan to leave us alone. Behind their friendly fagade was their interest to exploit all
the natural resources of the country and to make the Filipinos their puppets. They also
exploited and tortured those who resisted their domination. When the Japanese came, the

Americans left us and promised that they would return to save us. The Japanese were as

! New Filipino Heroes. “The Last Revolution: Towards a New Philippine Order." The Philippine
Intelligencer. August 12, 2003. http://www.intelligencer.com.ph/08-12-2003/Last Revo.htm.
The Philippine Intelligencer is an online publication of the New Filipino Heroes, an organization
composed mostly of junior military officials who seek to effect change in the government and
society.



brutal and atrocious as the Spaniards and the Americans. During their occupation,
Filipino women were exploited and were made sex slaves by these foreign rulers, which
was really damaging to the morale and dignity of the Filipino people. The Japanese rulers
also suppressed the guerilla movements and executed even the suspected guerilla
members only. The kind of torture that the Filipinos received from the Japanese could be
expressed by such words as cruel or brutal or vile. The Japanese invaders were later
overthrown by the Filipinos with the help of the Americans. The Americans were on the
scene once more, yet there were less physical exploitation. The Americans educated us
and introduced their culture specifically their lifestyle and language. They instilled to the
mind of the Filipinos the superiority of the Western culture. As a consequence, there was

Americanization of the Philippine culture.

On July 4, 1946, we were granted independence by the Americans. A government
headed by Filipinos was established yet it was still under the supervision and control of
the Americans. The form of government was patterned after the United States of
America. Almost all the government officials were members of the small population of
the Filipino bureaucratic elite who were mostly collaborators. The Filipino masses, once
again, were under the control, not by the Americans, but by our own fellow Filipinos who

were in close relationship with the foreign rulers.

Since the granting of Philippine autonomy, we were never freed from the cage

built by the Americans. We venerated them as somewhat ideal thus we adopted their

8]



culture, their products, even the way they talk and dress. We were totally “miseducated”,

as Renato Constatino said.

We have been a nation for over 50 years now, yet dissatisfaction persist with
some sectors of the government particularly the CPP/NPA who are continuously
advocating political reforms even through radical means. From time to time, they insist a

change in government for a variety of reasons.

The main concern of this paper is to determine the concrete factors that
contributed to the establishment and persistence of revolutionary movements in the
Philippines. It examined the case of the CPP-NPA being one of the known revolutionary

movements in the country.

This research is significant for four basic reasons. First, to help us realize why
revolutionary movements exist despite the democratic form of government we have.
Second, to know the problem within the government system making the country
“conducive” for the development of revolutionary movements. Third, to know how
revolutionary movements are established. And lastly, to see and compare the side of the
revolutionary movements, as represented by the CPP/NPA, and the side of the

government as represented by the military.



Review of Literature

According to Jose Maria Sison, the Philippine society is “semi-colonial and semi-
feudal”. He defined semi-colonial as “a political term that refers to the indirect US
colonial rule over the Philippines since the grant of nominal independence on July 4,
1946.7% This means that the Philippines was granted independence formally, but it is still
under the indirect control of a foreign country. On the other hand, Sison defined semi-
feudal as “an economic term that refers to an economy whose internal forces of
production are mainly and essentially agrarian and pre-industrial, and whose relations of
production are dominated by the combination of the comprador big bourgeoisie in the
cities and the landlord class in the countryside.” Semi-colonial and semi-feudal society
is always providing the favorable conditions for the generation of a revolutionary mass

movement including armed struggle.*

Amado Guerrero, in his Philippine Society and Revolution, also cited these
problems as the reasons why the people are in constant struggle. Furthermore, Guerrero
said that the semicolonial character of Philippine society is principally determined by
U.S. imperialism.5 He also said that, even though the United States granted us
independence, U.S. imperialism still continue to interfere and infringe the national

sovereignty and independence of the Filipino people.

2 gison with Werning. The Philippine Revolution: The Leader’s View, 1989.
3 Ibid. p.22

4 Ibid. p.21

5 Guerrero. Philippine Society and Revolution, 1970.




The basic problems, therefore, that stirred up the hearts and minds of the Filipinos
in pursuing national liberation and democracy, on the one hand, and national
industrialization and genuine land reform on the other, are the foreign monopoly
capitalism, domestic feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism. These were deepened and
aggravated by the 20-year rule of Marcos (who was backed by the US government®) and

by the succeeding regimes of Aquino and Ramos.’

In the book Ekonomya at Pulitika ng Pilipinas, Sison and Lima said that the
Philippine Revolution of 1896 was the first national and democratic response of the
Filipinos to the feudal and colonial domination of the foreign rulers. The said revolution
was led by the ilustrados, who started the propaganda movement in Spain because of
dissatisfaction with the intellectual, political, and socioeconomic situation in the

Philippines.8

Let us look at the situation of revolutionary movements in other countries.
Revolutionary movements in other countries also started as a response to the growing
capitalism, which did not only grow in intensity but also in extensity.9 This capitalism

began in England, France, America and Germany which were the first centers of industry

6 Sison with Werning. The Philippine Revolution: The Leader’s View, 1989.
7 Sison. Struggle for National Democracy, 1995.
8 .
Ibid.
% pannekoek, Anton. “Why Past Revolutionary Movements have Failed.” Living Marxism, Vol.5, #2. 1940.




and commerce used to invade foreign countries.'® Just like what Sison said regarding the
social condition in the Philippines, the social structure of the invaded countries was also
agrarian or more-or-less feudal. Farmers are being exploited by the landowners;
capitalists are developing industrialist polices that paved way for the introduction of new
technologies, which in turn hampered the growth of the national economies of the
colonized countries. Because of the exploitative policies of the capitalist countries, the
people developed a workers’ revolution which aims to put an end to capitalism. In
Germany, the workers realized that capitalism does not only lay claims on their working
power but also upon their lives. This is one of the reasons why the workers’ revolution in
Germany was able to overthrow the emperors as well as the out-moded
governments.l 'We can see here that one of the key features of an effective revolutionary
movement is unity and thorough knowledge of what the movement is fighting for.
Another key feature that can be seen in the workers’ revolution in other countries is the
presence of a good organization. To Lenin, planned-activities would be useful in
guarding the workers against themselves, so to speak, or they might defeat their own
cause through ignorance, and, by dissipating their powers, which open the way for

.12
counter-revolution.

Georges Sorel further laid down key characteristics of an effective revolutionary

movement, and these are large number, extension, and increasing duration of the

10 pannekoek, Anton. “Why Past Revolutionary Movements have Failed.” Living Marxism, Vol.5, #2. 1940
p.1

Ubid. p.3

12 Mattick, Paul. “Spontaneity and Organization.”
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Lobby/2379/pm_spont.htm




movement’s activities such as strikes, and frequency of the activities and operations.'® He
also said that in order to attain social importance, the organization must be opportunistic,
and this opportunism should be equated with realism, since the former cannot be defeated
by any radical ideology. These key features are the reasons why the workers’ revolutions
in the central cities of capitalist countries - England, France, America as well as
Germany- were able to gain success. However, although these movements were
successful, these movements did not persist due to lack of a central guiding principle that
would serve as their guide in planning and continuing their activities. They were not able
to see that there is a big difference between the middle-class revolution (or the workers’
revolution), which was taught by Russia, and the proletarian revolution (or the people’s
revolution), which was promoted by the West.'* This resulted to a clash between the

West and the East in terms of the type of revolution that would be promoted.

Comparing the revolutionary movements in other countries and the revolutionary
movements in the Philippines, we can see that there is a similarity between them in terms
of the beginning or establishment. Both started as a response to the exploitation of the

peasants by the feudal lords or the landowners, rise of capitalism, and colonialism.

From the 60’s to the 70’s, Sison laid out some of the specific socioeconomic and
political conditions that paved way for the creation and persistence of revolutionary

movements in the country, which was mainly focused on the Marcos regime. Among

13 Mattick, Paul. “Spontaneity and Organization.”
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Lobby/2379/pm_spont.htm, p.2

14 pannekoek, Anton. “Why Past Revolutionary Movements have Failed.” Living Marxism, Vol.5, #2.
1940.




them are the contraction of the economy, limited job opportunities, large and
extraordinary privileges of the United States and other multinational firms, opening of the
Philippine economy to Japanese multinational firms, intervention of the International
Monetary Fund and the World Bank in the so-called export-oriented economic policy by
the US, etc.'” These conditions consequently gave rise to the establishment of mass
organizations, as well as people’s army, due to increasing exploitation of the feudal lords,
increasing rate of poverty because of the presence of foreign firms, and the existence of a
puppet government. This also resulted to the establishment of the Communist Party of the

Philippines.

The Communist Party of the Philippines was founded by Crisanto Evangelista on
November 7, 1930.'° However, due to “subjectivism in ideology, opportunism in politics

”17, it failed to execute its

and violations of democratic centralism in its organizational life
tasks and objectives. But it was reestablished on December 26, 1968. The establishment
of the Communist Party of the Philippines was actually a response to the growing
domination of foreign firms and the neglect of the increasing rate of unemployment in the
country. Most importantly, the CPP was founded because of the three basic evil historical
problems specifically foreign monopoly capitalism, domestic feudalism and bureaucrat

capitalism. This newly reestablished Party is now guided by the Marxism-Leninism-

Maoist Thought, as a result of the first party’s failure in having a strategic theoretical and

15 Sison with Werning. The Philippine Revolution: The Leader’s View, 1989.

1® Ibid. p.41

17 Liwanag, Armando. “The Glorious Record of Revolutionary Struggle”, Rebolusyon. Central
Publishing House. (January —March Issue, 2004).



political guidance.'® The Communist Party of the Philippines/New People’s Army

continue to exist until today, growing in size, scope and influence.

Analytic Framework

Revolutionary movement is a movement that has strategic theoretical and political
guidance, effective leadership and organizational structure, broad national alliance, and
internal unity. Its main objective is to eliminate class exploitation and oppression, remove
fascism and imperialism, and achieve genuine independence and democracy.'® In order to

fully understand the framework that was used, a conceptual framework is presented

below.
Conceptual Framework
Independent Variable Dependent Variable
Establishment of a
revolutionary movement
* Broad natlonal. e-xlllance Persistence of
= Long-term political and P luti
military objectives Revo utIOI?ary
= ]deological basis movements in the
» Broad mass support Philippines
= International support
* Armed wing
v = Elimination of class
= Strategic theoretical and exploitation
political guidance * Genuine independence
= Effective leadership and and democracy
political structure = Political expression
= Efficient organizational * Freedom from foreign
structure imperialist countries
Intervening Variables Outcome

18 Guerrero. Philippine Society and Revolution, 1970.
19 This definition is an integration of the concepts given by Sison and de Lima.




The independent variables are the variables necessary to establish revolutionary
movements. These are composed of broad national alliance, long-term political and
military objectives, ideological basis, broad mass support, international support, and an
armed wing. Without these factors, the establishment and existence of a revolutionary
movement would not be possible. The diagram also shows the other factors necessary for
the persistence of revolutionary movement are the strategic and theoretical guidance,
effective leadership, and efficient organizational structure. Without these factors, the
established revolutionary movement will collapse the first established Communist Party
of the Philippines. This means that both the independent variables and the intervening
variables are the ingredients for the persistence of revolutionary movement. With the
establishment of revolutionary movement, there would be elimination of class
exploitation, genuine independence and democracy, political expression, and freedom

from foreign imperialist countries such as the United States.

Operational Definition:
* Broad national alliance
> Broad national alliance refers to the basic alliance of the working class and
the peasantry, as well as other strata with an objective interest in
overthrowing the reactionary alliance of imperialists and landlords.?’ By

this basic alliance, the strength of the proletariat is augmented by the strength of

20 Guerrero. Philippine Society and Revolution, 1970.
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the peasant majority of the people. There can be no revolutionary united front
without the basic worker-peasant alliance.!
* Ideological basis

> Ideological basis serves as the guiding principle of the revolutionary

movement. These are the guidelines that the movements follow in

planning and executing their programs and operations so as to avoid any

failure.
» Strategic theoretical and political guidance
» These are the fundamental principles that guide a revolutionary movement
in planning and executing its programs and operations, as well as in
guiding its leaders in the administration of the movement.
» Effective leadership
> The class leadership of the proletariat is upheld in the revolutionary united
front. The proletariat is the most productive and progressive political force
now and in the future. In the era of imperialism and proletarian revolution, no

other class can lead the revolutionary united front.?

21 A rmando Liwanag. “Requirements of the Revolutionary United Front.” April 24, 1998.
22 .
Ibid.
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Research Objectives

Overall Objective:

To determine the factors that contributed to the establishment and persistence of

revolutionary movements in the Philippines.

Specific Objectives:

1. To define a revolutionary movement.
2. To identify the factors that gave rise to the establishment of revolutionary
movements in the Philippines.

To identify the conditions that gave rise to the establishment of the CPP-NPA.

(98}

4. To identify the factors that encourages the persistence of revolutionary

movements in the Philippines.

Research Questions

General Question:

What are the factors that contribute to the establishment and persistence of

revolutionary movements in the Philippines?

Specific Questions:

1. What is a revolutionary movement?



2. What factors gave rise to the establishment of revolutionary movements in the
Philippines?

3. What conditions gave rise to the establishment of the CPP-NPA?

4. What are the factors that encourage the persistence of a revolutionary movement,

particularly the CPP-NPA?

Methodology
Scope

Determining the factors that contributed to the establishment and persistence of
revolutionary movements in the Philippines is the main focus of this study. Since there
are many revolutionary movements in the country, the researcher only used the case of
the CPP-NPA as an example. Some information regarding other revolutionary
movements in the country such as the Katipunan was also mentioned but only as part of
historical background of the revolutionary movements in general. Revolutionary
movements in other countries were also included but only for the purpose of reference

and comparison and to have a more substantial analysis and interpretation of the results.

Limitation

This study, on the other hand, is limited to the CPP-NPA as the case in hand. This
did not discuss too much information about other revolutionary movements in the
Philippines. The sources for this study were limited to interviews, secondary sources, and

articles available in the Internet. The researcher did not observe the way of life of the

13



members of the revolutionary movements, the CPP-NPA in particular, in the highlands,

but based the information on the interviews conducted with the members of the Party.

Data Gathering

The purpose of this study is to determine the factors that contributed to the
establishment and persistence of revolutionary movements in the Philippines, particularly
the CPP-NPA. In doing this, the researcher formulated a data-gathering matrix that
guided her in collecting relevant data and information that proved to be helpful in

achieving the research objective. The data-gathering matrix is presented below.

14



Tablel. Data Gathering Matrix

Data set to be collected

Sources

Techniques

1. History of the Philippine

Revolution

- Secondary sources

- Review of Literature

2. Different revolutionary
movements in the

Philippines

- Secondary sources

- Review of Literature

3. Information about the
CPP-NPA (history,
objectives, structure,

operations, etc.)

- Secondary sources

- Review of Literature

4. Factors that contribute to
the establishments and
persistence of revolutionary
movements in the

Philippines

- Primary sources

- Secondary sources

- Key Informant Interview

- Review of Literature

15




As shown on the table, data regarding the revolutionary movements, as well as the
different revolutionary movements in the Philippines, came from books and other
secondary materials. The technique used in obtaining these data was the review of
literature. The same technique was used in collecting information about the CPP-NPA
since there are lots of literature about this movement in the library and in the official
website.”> Data on the factors that contributed to the establishment and persistence of the
revolutionary movements were obtained from primary sources. The researcher
interviewed several members of the revolutionary movement, specifically the CPP-NPA
who have wide knowledge about the movement. Books and articles were used as

secondary sources of data.

During the interview, I was guided by a KII guide as shown in the succeeding

portion.

Key Informant Interview Guide
1. What is a revolutionary movement for you?
2. What do you think are the objectives of this movement? What can you say about
this?
3. What are the factors that contributed to the establishment of revolutionary
movements in the Philippines? In relation to this, what do you think are the
factors that led to the establishment of the CPP-NPA?

4. What can you say about the CPP-NPA? How do you view the organization?

23 The official website of the CPP-NPA is http://www.philippinerevolution.org/cpp/index.shtml
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5. What do you think are the contributions of the CPP-NPA to the welfare of the
masses?

6. Have you had any encounters with the military? How was it?

7. What can you say about the way the military combats communism and terrorism
in the Philippines?

8. What do you think are the factors that contributed to the persistence of
revolutionary movements in our country, particularly the CPP-NPA?

9. In your opinion, how long will such movements exist in our country and why?

10. Do you think that the government has a role in the persistence of such

movements? In what way?

Data Analysis

The data gathered from the library research and the review of records were
organized easier because they were under specific or defined themes or sub themes. The
already organized data was a great help in finalizing the main themes, topics or issues
used for the whole paper. However, data obtained from the KII had to be systematic to

avoid missing the relevant data. Thus, several steps were carefully followed

First, the researcher transcribed verbatim the recorded conversation with the
interviewees. In transcribing, a two-column table was drawn. The first column contained
the conversation proper, while the other column contained the remarks or comments
based on the data written on the first column. Specific themes and issues that came out of

the interview were also noted to make the organization of data more systematic and

17



encompassing. Each respondent has different tables to see how similar or different their
opinions are with each other. It also helped in identifying the common theme or trend or
pattern of the formation and existence of the revolutionary movements in the Philippines.
It was also helpful in determining the factors that significantly contributed to the strength

or weaknesses of a revolutionary movement, specifically the CPP-NPA.

After transcribing the recorded interview, interview field notes for those
respondents who did not allow recording were organized. In order to save time, the help
of some friends and relatives were asked in transcribing some interviews considering the
many respondents involved. The transcriptions made by other people were reviewed by

the researcher to make sure that they are correct and accurate.

After transcribing the recorded conversation or interviews, as well as organizing

the field notes, the researcher started making the coding scheme. The coding scheme is a

means of “organizing the raw data into conceptual categories, and creating themes or
concepts which the researcher uses to analyze the data.” In this step, a six-column table,
known as the “meta-table” where the tables of the different interviewees were integrated.
The column on the topics and subtopics contained all the definitions of a revolutionary
movement given or formulated by the interviewees. The first column contained the topics
and subtopics. The second column contained the data; the third column contained the
page where the topics and data were found, the fourth contained the quotes extracted
from the transcription, the fifth contained the pages where the quotations were found, and

the sixth column contained the themes, insights, and issues the researcher found from the

18



data collected. This last column was the most important one because it showed the

significance assigned by the researcher to the data collected.

After completing the meta-table and getting all the necessary and relevant topics
and themes, themes and concepts were grouped under specified topics. As a result,,
analyzing data and formulating the answers to the research questions was made easier.
The method helped reduce some biases because all the information collected were
considered, not only those data which were deemed relevant. With this, the coding

scheme was completed.

In analyzing the data, the ideal type of Max Weber was employed.24 In this ideal
type, an analysis was done in two ways: contrast contexts and analogies. In contrast
contexts, contrasts between the specific features of the case was used to know that
contrasting aspirations and principles of the masses with the principles and aspirations of
the rich ruling class or the bureaucratic elite. In this way, the manner and the reasons why
people are struggling to overthrow the existing government through the operation of the
revolutionary movements were determined. Likewise, the means by which the
bureaucratic elite rule the country, which is really not in harmony with the demands and
needs of the people was discovered. Analogy, the ideal type was also used communicate
ideas and facilitate logical comparisons. The method also transmitted information about
the patterns revealed by the data by referring to something that was already known, or an
experience familiar to the reader. The said method helped in identifying the pattern of the

revolutionary movements in the Philippines. The cause and effect of the existence of

24 Neumann, Social Science Research.
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revolutionary movements were also analyzed. The cases of the revolutionary movements
that existed during the colonial era and the cases of the revolutionary movements that
currently exist were compared. Also, the similarities between the conditions of the
society during the colonial era, the martial law era, and the society at present were

identified. The logic behind the strength of the revolutionary movement, specifically the

CPP-NPA, was also examined.

Basically, these were the methods used in organizing and analyzing the data

gathered.

Validation

After organizing and analyzing the date, respondents who could still be contacted
and talked to were visited again to validate the theories, concepts, and other data
collected. It was done in order to avoid the biases in analyzing the data. Likewise,
validation was done to find out inconsistencies between the data gathered and the actual
statements of the respondents. In such a manner, putting some information that did not

really come from the respondents was avoided.
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Ethics

This study was conducted in such a way that the research participants were not
harmed and were not taken advantage of. To make it possible, the true objectives of the
study as well as the benefits and the possible risks that might be encountered by the
participants during the conduct of the research was introduced. A letter inviting the
participant to participate in the research process was sent. The letter also contained the

background of the study as well as the nature of the questions that would be asked.

Upon approval of the respondent, the interview was scheduled based on the
preferred time and venue of the interviewee. During the interview, the researcher first
asked permission if she could use a recorder. Informants who refused to be recorded were
not recorded but a note taker was hired to capture most, if not all, the information given
by the informant. Fortunately, all the informants agreed to be recorded on the condition
that the recorded interview would be erased after the transcription, and that the
transcription would not be published as part of the thesis. These were both done by the

researcher.

The informant’s desire not to be identified was also respected. Hence, code names
were given to the informants to preserve their anonymity. Not only the identity of the
interviewee was made anonymous, but also the place where the interview was conducted
as a sort of respect to the privacy of the informant. It was also done for security purposes,

i.e. for both the informant and the researcher.
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Afterwards, the materials that contain the information given by the informant
were kept confidentially and stored in a safe place where no one can get it. In such a

manner, negligence in securing those materials which might invite several risks for the

informants was avoided.

Lastly, in terms of benefits, the interview helped in finishing the study and
fulfilling the requirement for graduation. However, there had been really no material
benefit for the informant and other participants for this study, except for the fact that this
study would help them in promoting awareness among the reader regarding the true

nature of their organization.
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CHAPTER 11
Revolutionary Movement:

Definition and Its Beginnings in the Philippines

In order to give a concrete definition of what a revolutionary movement is, there
is the necessity to first define what a revolution is, and from there we can deduce a well-

constructed meaning of the phrase “revolutionary movement.”

2.1 What is a revolution?

A revolution is a social phenomenon where a group of people initiates, by any
means, a radical change of an existing socio-political order into another.”> And in lieu of
this definition, there are three essential elements in a revolution: a cause, a vision, and the
patriots. Now, what exactly are these elements and what are the roles of these elements in

a revolution?

First of all, a_cause is the inspirational force of the movement, the spark that
ignites the nationalistic fervor of the people to rise against the system.”® It actually gives
significance to what the people are fighting for. It gives the people something to hold on,
something to base all their actions. As the word implies, it is the cause to continue
fighting against the system. This is the primary reason why the people are trying to bring
about change, radical change. Second is a vision. For a revolutionary movement, the

vision is the end of the state; a new system that encapsulates the ideals and principles

25 «The Last Revolution: Towards a New Philippine Order.” The Philippine Intelligencer.
http://www. intelligencer.com.ph/08-12-03/LastRevo.htm

26 Ibid.
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being fought for.”” The vision serves as the standard for a new society, which delineates
the fact that the revolution is not merely an instrument to release anger and hate for the
preset system but a means to achieve a truly worthwhile objective, which is to radically
change the existing system. It also serves as the basis in assessing the success or failure
of the revolution, that is, if the movement was able to reach its goals and objectives.
Thirdly, an equally essential element of a revolutionary movement is the patriot. This is
the individual who had been enlightened of his true environment — the reality of poverty,
war, hunger oppression, corruption, fear, anarchy and chaos.”® This is the individual who
have had enough of the apparent repression and oppression from the ruling class,
someone who finally woke up to the reality that there is a need to stop all these capitalist
and imperialist entities, the modern day feudal lords, as well as the ever corrupt
bureaucratic elite. This is also a person who is willing to sacrifice all that he/she has in

order to achieve the vision of the movement.

From the definition above, a revolution is equivalent to radical change. A
revolution cannot be called a revolution if its only aim is changing the political leaders or
the dominant political parties or the set of bureaucratic elite, etc. A revolution must have

a vision to change not just the political entities but the political system and order as a

whole.

27 «The Last Revolution: Towards a New Philippine Order.” The Philippine Intelligencer.
http://www.intelligencer.com.ph/08-1 2-03/LastRevo.htm

2 Ibid. p.1




2.2 What then is a revolutionary movement?

Using the definition of a revolution above, we can construe a definition of what a
revolutionary movement is. A revolutionary movement is a movement of national
character aimed at having fundamental changes in the society, and that is the elimination
of the three major societal problems namely, imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat
capitalism.®® It also is a movement which endeavor is to overthrow the existing
government and establish a new system that is ruled genuinely by the people. It is a
movement that seeks to end poverty, social injustice, corruption in the government,
peasant oppression, and the like, by giving equal rights to all. A revolutionary movement
is a movement which cause is to put an end to oppression and exploitation of any form
from foreign powers, as well as from the ruling bureaucratic elite, and give the people the
true essence of freedom, democracy and respect for human rights. Its vision is to
overthrow the existing government and put up a socialist and eventually a communist
regime that will be ruled by the people themselves. And its patriots are the people who
have experienced first hand the massive oppression and exploitation form the ruling
class; people who are willing to take up arms and sacrifice their lives in order to achieve
their cause. These people are mainly the peasants who have been under the rule of the
feudal lords for the longest time and could no longer bear the maltreatment they have
been receiving from these people (landlords). Others are activists from different sectors
such as the workers, the women, students and the youth, and those who have the

conviction that the corrupt system must be overthrown and radically changed.

2 [nterview with Kasamang Dikoy. Ka Dikoy, 24, is a member of the CPP/NPA for five years now and had
already finished a 1-year training program with the NPA. But despite that five-year membership,
KA Dikoy still continue to study the ideological and theoretical principles of Marxism-Leninism-

Mao Zedong Thought.
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2.3 When did the revolutionary movement begin?

As mentioned at the outset of this paper, revolutionary movements began at the
time of Spanish colonization of the Philippines, a revolution led by Andres Bonifacio
with the revolutionary society called the Katipunan. The revolution against Spain had two
phases: the first from the declaration of defiance against the Spanish rule on August 23,
1896 till the conclusion of a truce in December 1897; the second from the return till the
outbreak of the Filipino-American War in February 1899.%° From then on, revolutionary
movements continued to exist up to the present. But what really are the main reasons why
revolutionary movements began at the time of colonization? What are the reasons why

such movements were still established at the present day?

Apparently, and as we all surely know, revolutionary movements during the
Spanish occupation were established due to the maltreatment of the Spaniards. First, the
Filipinos were degraded by the term “indio”, which is a term used to refer to the
indigenous population of Filipinos.3 ! This term is very degrading because it connotes a
primitive character of the Filipinos, implying that the Filipinos, at the time of the Spanish
arrival, were not civilized and that the Filipinos are very much inferior to the foreign
race, which is the Spaniards. Second, the Spaniards imposed laws and policies that
promoted their vested interests. These laws and policies made the Filipinos work for the

Spaniards, e.g. tilling their own land but not getting anything from it when the harvest

30 Churchill, Bernardita Reyes. “History of the Philippine Revolution.”
http://www.ncca.gov.ph/culture&arts/heritage/research/research-history.htm. The author,
Bernardita Reyes Churchill is a Professorial Lecturer at the Department of History of the
University of the Philippines, Diliman and at the Department of International Studies, La Salle

University, Manila.

31bid.
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period comes, and even having deficits. The Spaniards imposed excessive taxes and other
unnecessary fees to the Filipinos. And when the people could no longer pay for these fees
and taxes and all, the sanction was for the Spaniards to confiscate their lands and then
own them. Third, the Spaniards used the religion of Christianity in order to subjugate the
Filipino people. They require the people to be present at masses and give donations to the
Church. They imposed fees if the Filipinos wish to have funeral services to their dead,
because if these fees were not paid, then the dead will not be buried in the cemetery.
They used the religion to easily penetrate the minds as well as the faith of the people and
as a result, to easily impose to the people rules that they pronounce would please God.
They used the religion to protect their interests, especially those of the friars. Fourth, the
Filipinos were not given equal rights when it comes to holding public offices as well as
positions in the Church. They did not give the Filipinos the right to become priests and
servers of God. They also did not allow the Filipinos to participate in the decision-
making process in the government. It seemed that the Spaniards only wanted the Filipinos
to work for them as their slaves, nothing more and nothing less. Fifth, the Filipino
farmers were gravely exploited and oppressed by the feudal lords, giving quotas and then
sanctions if these quotas were not met. The farmers lost their rights to their own land, and
yet the farmers were made to work for these foreign rulers. For more than three hundred

years, this was the situation of the Filipinos under the Spanish rulers.
All these reasons combined, the Filipinos realized that they must not allow these

foreign rulers to enslave them in their own land. They must not allow these people to

impose rules and policies because they do not have the right. And lastly, they must not
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allow these foreign people to call them indios because there were proofs that the Filipinos
were already civilized even before these dominators came. All these reasons served as the
spark that ignited the revolutionary sentiments of the Filipinos, and marked the birth of

the revolutionary movement, pioneered by the Katipunan.

SUMMARY

This chapter provides concrete definition of a revolutionary movement. To
reiterate, it is a movement of national character with a cause to overthrow the existing
political and social order, a vision to put up a government of the people, by the people
and for the people, and the patriots who are willing to sacrifice everything just to achieve

their cause.

Likewise, this chapter shows how the revolutionary movement was first
manifested by the Katipunan. In lieu of this, several factors that led to the establishment
of revolutionary movements in the Philippines were laid. These factors were closely

connected to the basic condition of the Philippine society during the colonization period.

Politically, these factors were the inequality between the Spaniards and the
Filipinos in terms of the decision-making process in the government, and the method by
which the Spaniards governed the Filipinos. We saw how gravely the Filipinos
experienced the maltreatment from the Spaniards. There was evidently lack of social

justice, social equality, and no freedom for the Filipinos, no manifestation of respect for

human rights, etc.

28



Economically, feudalism was a constant burden to the Filipinos because of the
abusive and brutal means of administration and management of the feudal lords. Also,
poverty continued to cut deep into the lives of the Filipinos. There was also the presence

of increasing debt, increasing rate of unemployment, confiscation of properties, etc.

In brief, the basic factors that stimulated and motivated the Filipinos to launch a
revolution against the Spaniards were period of colonialism and feudalism in the

Philippines. They were further discussed in the succeeding chapters.



CHAPTER 111

The Factors that Contributed to the Establishment of

Revolutionary Movements in the Philippines

The factors that led to the establishment of revolutionary movements in the
Philippines today are basically the condition of the Philippine society itself and the
situation of the Filipinos as well. These conditions “encouraged” and “nurtured” the
existence of revolutionary movements in the country. We can also infer that this
condition of the Philippine society, created by the ruling class, brought into its feet the
people who are true nationalists and who would fight for genuine independence and

democracy.

When the Katipunan was launched, the Philippines was under the presence of the
Spanish colonizers. This means that before, Philippine society had colonial and feudal
society. It was a society basically ruled by the landlord class, while the masses were kept
to the status of serfs and even farmers became dispossessed.32 The Filipino people, as
being mentioned at the outset, were maltreated and exploited, which resulted to the
ignition of their nationalist sentiments and instigation of an all-out war against the
Spaniards. And that was the official beginning of the Philippine Revolution. But what
about the basic condition of the Philippine society today? An account on the events that
happened after the colonial and feudal era would be helpful in analyzing the factors that

led to the establishment of revolutionary movements in the Philippines.

32 Guerrero, Amado. Philippine Society and Revolution. 1970.
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3.1 What is the condition of the Philippine society after the colonial era?

According to Jose Maria Sison, the basic condition of the Philippine society
today, politically and economically, is semi-colonial and semi-feudal*® As a political
term, semi-colonial refers to the indirect US colonial rule over the Philippines since the
grant of nominal independence on July 4, 1946, which means that the Philippine
reactionary state is formally independent and is no longer run at the national level by an
American governor-general, but by US-lining Filipino politicians who are the
representative of such exploitative class as the comprador big bourgeoisie and the

landlord class.>*

On the other hand, semi-feudal, as an economic term, refers to an economy where
internal forces of production are mainly and essentially agrarian and pre-industrial and
whose relations of production are dominated by the combination of the comprador big
bourgeoisie in the cities and the landlord class in the countryside.”> This made the
Filipinos mere exporters of raw materials for the United States and other imperialist
countries. This condition of the society, which was not given any attention by the existing
government, made the Philippines mere assembly line of products exported to other
countries, particularly the United States, for finishing touches. Have you not wonder why
we still import rice and cigarettes and other products when we can produce these same

products efficiently here in our own country? Apparently, the reason is this semi-feudal

3 Gison, Jose Maria with Werning, Rainer. The Philippine Revolution: The Leader’s View. Crane Russak,
New York: Tailor and Francis, 1989.

3 Ibid. p.21
% Ibid. p.22
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system existing in our country and the strong ties which our government have with the

United States.

This condition of the Philippine society as semi-colonial and semi-feudal ensured
the US imperialists, as well as the Filipino big bourgeoisie, of unlimited control over the
Filipino masses. We were granted independence but we are still under the command of
the foreign powers. We are independent yet the poor people still lives as if they were still
under the direct colonial rule of the foreign powers. Essentially, nothing has really

changed since 1946.

In the 1960s, the chronic crisis of the semi-colonial and semi-feudal economy and
society was plunging to a new depth, characterized by the contraction of the economy,
limited job opportunities, and the problem of unemployment was becoming worse among
the masses of workers and peasants.36 During this time, the United States’ role had been
in the financial side, i.e. through the International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank
(WB) and the Asian Development Bank (ADB), and this scenario, as we all very well

know, put us under great debts and deficits with the international financial system.

From the Roxas up to the Marcos regime, the scenario of the Philippine society
remained the same. The role of the United States in the internal system of governance of
the country has been constantly increasing. One of the manifestations of strong ties
between the United States and the Philippine government was the construction of US

military bases in our country. During the Marcos administration, grave abuses of human

3 Sison, Jose Maria with Werning, Rainer. p.24
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rights were committed by the government, especially during the declaration of martial
law. People were vanishing in a blink of an eye, opposition people/entities were arrested

without warrants; many people were kidnapped, ambushed or salvaged. This was the

scenario during that time.

However, the Filipinos saw hope when the 1986 EDSA Revolution successfully
overthrew Ferdinand Marcos from Malacafiang, and was replaced by President Corazon
Aquino, widow of the assassinated Senator Benigno Aquino. But still, the fate of the
nation and the people did not change because Aquino was just another leader like
Marcos, although her actions were carefully planned and executed so as not to agitate the
public by contradicting the concept of democracy, the freedom of the people, and human
rights. The Philippine society remained semi-colonial and semi-feudal because a lot of
people are still poor and are dominated by the “modern” landlord class, while our politics
is still manipulated by the imperialist country abroad. Nothing has really changed since
the 1986 EDSA Revolution. Up to now, at the present administration of Gloria

Macapagal-Arroyo, the condition of the country remains the same.

3.2 Establishment of Revolutionary Movements in the Philippines: Contributing

Factors

Having read a brief account on the basic condition of the Philippine society in the

post-colonial era, we can deduce the basic factors that led to the establishment of
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revolutionary movements despite the fact that we were already given “independence.”

Let us elaborate on these factors one by one and assess how these elements contribute to

the establishment of revolutionary movements.

There are essentially three main factors that led to the establishment of
revolutionary movements in the Philippines, i.e. the political, economic, and social
factors in the society. These three factors are further composed of another three essential

and more specific components.

The political factor refers to the power relations between the people. Meaning,
there are those who rule and those who are being ruled. In our country, the political factor
is further divided into three components, to wit: semi-colonialism, imperialism and

bureaucrat capitalism. First, semi-colonialism, as being mentioned frequently in this

paper, refers to the indirect US colonial rule. This means that the Philippines is formally
independent but is still under the control of the United States. The Americans are not
here, but their presence is still felt because they are “represented” by the Filipino
politicians who are taking advantage of and exploiting the peasants and the workers.
These “representatives” of the Americans are in the guise of the landlord class who holds
huge portion of the agricultural lands in the country. This component plays a very
important role in the creation of a revolutionary movement because the semi-colonial
character of the Philippine society significantly burdens the Filipino masses, particularly
the workers and the peasants. The workers and the peasants are exploited and oppressed,

they are denied of the rights that are due to any regular employees, they are not given



rights to the lands they have been tilling for long years, etc. These people are
continuously demoralized. And because of these actions of the landlord class and the
comprador big bourgeoisie, the people can no longer keep quiet and continue submitting
to the manipulation of these exploiters. That is why they need an organization that would
protect them from all these harassment, aggravation and repression. That is why they
need a revolutionary movement that will punish this abusive and brutal landlord class and
the comprador big bourgeoisie. We can see here the power relations between the feudal
lords and the peasants. The second component of the political factor is imperialism. Just
like the first element, imperialism is basically the use of a country as a market for an
imperialist country’s surpluses, a location for investments, etc. This is actually more
economic in nature. This element also contributes to the establishment of a revolutionary
movement because this is the most basic enemy of the masses. This is actually the main
reason why huge percentage of the Filipino masses is still in the shadow of poverty. The
foreign firms and industries in the country continue to penalize the domestic producers of
certain products. The people need to fight this and therefore, a call for a revolutionary
movement. In this component, we see how the foreign business entities strangulate the

Filipino workers and domestic manufacturers. The third element is bureaucrat capitalism.

Bureaucrat capitalism refers to the use of public office in the Philippines to accumulate
private assets in capital and Jand.”’ Apparently, this is where the graft and corruption
practices of some of the politicians come in. They use their position to accumulate wealth
and have a good life when a huge percentage of the Filipinos are poor. They acquire

wealth constantly, taking for granted the welfare of the people and their need social

37 Sison, Jose Maria with Werning, Rainer. The Philippine Revolution: The Leader’s View. Crane Russak,
New York: Tailor and Francis, 1989, p. 229.
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services. These politicians are using the money of the people for their own vested
interest, which can also be described as “robbing” the Filipino people. This component is

also one of the reasons why a revolutionary movement is established.

On the other hand, the economic factors that led to the establishment of
revolutionary movements are semi-feudalism, sham land reform, unemployment and

foreign monopoly capitalism. Semi-feudalism, as we have mentioned early in this paper,

refers to an economy where internal forces of production are mainly and essentially
agrarian and pre-industrial and whose relations of production are dominated by the
combination of the comprador big bourgeoisie in the cities and the landlord in the
countryside.38 This semi-feudal character of the society “encourages” and “nurtures” the
exploitative character of the landlords and the comprador big bourgeoisie. And, as I have
mentioned in the previous chapters, the ones who are gravely affected are the peasants,
farmers and the workers, hence a need for a revolution. Connected to this is the sham
land reform. Essentially, sham land reform refers to the modification and restructuring of
land laws and policies that would give the farmers more rights and privileges when it
comes to their lands. However, these land reforms are not really for the welfare of the
masses, but still for the interest of the landlord class. There is also the reality of

unemployment, which had always been the problem of the Filipinos that still do not have

any effective solution. Lastly, there is foreign monopoly capitalism. Foreign monopoly
capitalism refers to the dominance of [foreign] monopolies in a capitalist economy, the

merging of bank and industrial capital, the export of surplus capital and surplus

commodities, international combinations of monopolies and the constant struggle of

38 Ibid, p. 22.
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capitalist powers for captive markets, fields of investment and sources of raw materials.
This is essentially the use of the Philippines as an instrument for industrial expansion of
the foreign capitalist countries, using the country as a free market area where they can
dump all their surpluses at a very low price. These conditions of the Philippine economy
are the elements that motivated the Filipinos to fight for their rights as well as properties.
These elements convinced them that only a revolution could put an end to these massive

exploitation and oppression from the ruling classes.

On the social aspect, there are the elements of social inequality and injustice,

poverty and class strata. Social injustice and inequality are greatly felt by the Filipinos
despite the democratic form of government that we have. According to Kasamang Oni,
majority of the Filipinos no longer trust the justice system because even if you are
innocent, you will still be convicted.*® Ka Oni further said that if a rich, or even a well-to-
do, family accused you of something you did not do, there is a big possibility that you
will be convicted because most of the justice officers favor the wealthy over the poor
ones. In here, we can see how discrimination in the social classes is manifested. The most
favored class is the class of the elite, followed by the capitalists, then by the comprador
big bourgeoisie and the landlord class, and lastly the masses. Aside from social injustice,
poverty is also one of the main reasons why revolutionary movements are established.
Many Filipinos are tired of working very hard and getting nothing in return because of

the ruling class and the capitalists. All the things the people have worked for do not really

39 Qi . .
Sison with Werning, p. 232. . .
“ Iri::rview with Kasamang Oni. Ka Oni, 22, is a member of the CPP/NPA for three years. His basic task

as of the moment is to organize the people and to promote awareness about the Party and its

advocacies.



go to the people, but to the pockets of the capitalists and even the politicians. This is the

reason why the people cannot lift themselves from the deepening roots of poverty.

These basic problems in the Philippine society, which started way back the
colonial era, are still faced by the Filipinos, and these are also the primary reasons why
several revolutionary and armed movements were established and to some extent,
persisted. These problems are basically the reason why the Communist Party of the
Philippines was created, and persisted for more that 30 years now. But first, what are the

requirements in establishing a revolutionary movement?

3.3 Basic Requirements in Establishing a Revolutionary Movement
After discussing the factors that led to establishment of a revolutionary
movement, let us now lay down the basic requirements in putting up a movement that is

for the peasants and the workers.

Basically, the establishment of arevolutionary movement, as seen in the

Katipunan and other revolutionary organizations, of course has certain requirements. First

of all, in terms of the establishment of a movement, it requires large support from the
masses in order for them to continue their fight for democracy and independence, as well
as national liberation. It would be very hard for a revolutionary movement to continue its
existence if it does not have the support of the masses. Second, it must have a strong

ideological and theoretical guidance so as to eradicate members of the Party whose only

aim is to have a favorable position in the government if the time comes that the Party or
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the organization has already attained success. The ideological and theoretical guidance
will serve as the core of the revolutionary movement because it will serve as their guide
in formulating a new system and a new order where there would no longer be
exploitation and oppression, maltreatment from the ruling class, social injustice, and most
of all, poverty. It will also serve as their guide in building a system that would have the
people as the core of the decision—making process of the government. Third requirement

in the establishment of a revolutionary movement is the long term political and military

objectives. This is very important in the sense that, after the desired victory is achieved,
the Party or the movement has a concrete plan on how to execute the radical change. In

layman’s term, this is the vision of the organization. Fourth, international support is very

important in sustaining the operations of the organization. This can be in the form of
military or financial aid to the organization for them to be able to carry on their task of
liberating the country and the people from the oppressive and exploitative ruling class.
Lastly, but most importantly, is the armed wing. As the term explains itself, this will
serve as the military wing of the movement that would be defending the Party from the

reactionary armed forces. In our country, this armed wing will be the counterpart of the

Armed Forces of the Philippines.

Basically, these are the requirements in building up a revolutionary movement.
Plus, the additional, but equally important requirement of ideological, political, and

. . . 41
organizational guidance and structure.

41 Interview with Kasamang Dikoy.



SUMMARY

In this chapter, we discussed the basic conditions of the Philippine society, such
conditions became the necessary factors that led the Filipinos to establish a revolutionary
movement. These factors are divided into three categories: the political, economic and
social factors. Political factors include semi-colonialism, imperialism and bureaucrat
capitalism. Economic factors include semi-feudalism, sham land reform and foreign
monopoly capitalism. Lastly, the social factors that led to the establishment of a

revolutionary movement are social injustice and inequality, poverty and the existence

social classes.

In this chapter, we have also talked about the basic requirements in putting up a
revolutionary movement. They are large mass support, strong ideological and theoretical
guidance, long-term political and military objectives, international support and an armed

wing.

Basically, these factors leading to the establishment of a revolutionary movement
are the same factors that led to the creation of the Communist Party of the Philippines/
New People’s Army. And apparently, they needed to have the basic requirements in

building up such a movement.
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CHAPTER IV

The Establishment of the

Communist Party of the Philippines/ New People’s Army:

Having learned the basic condition of the Philippine society dating from the
Japanese occupation of the country, the Filipinos launched the Communist Party of the
Philippines. But before dwelling in the factors that led to the establishment of the

CPP/NPA, it was deemed necessary to give a short background about the Party.

The Communist Party of the Philippines, as we know it today, is not the pioneer
communist organization in our country. The Party emerged as an opposing faction
against the Partido Komunista ng Pilipinas, which was established early in the 1930s. The
Party emerged following the guidance of the Marxist-Leninist-Mao Tse Tung Thought.
From there, the CPP grew in strength and scope, having been able to get the support of
the peasants, workers, and student activists, as well as some of the former members of the
PKP, especially its armed wing Hukbong Bayan Laban sa Hapon (People’s Army
Against the Japanese, Hukbalahap).*? It was reestablished in 1968, and on the following

year it launched its armed wing which is the New People’s Army and became collectively

known as the CPP/NPA.

2 \eekley, Kathleen. The Communist Party of the P'hilippines, 1.9.68-.1993: A Story of its Theory and
Practice. Quezon City, Philippines: University of the Philippines Press, 2001. p.17
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4.1. What is PKP?

The Partido Komunista ng Pilipinas, which was born out of the labor movement,
was founded in 1930 under the tutelage of the CPUSA (assigned by the comintern as the
“mother party” to the Filipino communists).*® Its armed wing was the Hukbong Bayan
Laban sa Hapon (People’s Army Against the Japanese, Hukbalahap). The Huk was a

guerilla army who fought the Japanese during the latter’s occupancy in the Philippines.

However, the Philippine government and other guerilla armies at that time were
suspicious of the reason of the PKP in establishing the Hukbalahap, and was therefore not
recognized as one of the legitimate guerilla organizations.44 When the Huk was declared
illegal by President Roxas in 1948, and when the peace negotiations with the government
during the Presidency of Quirino failed, the Hukbalahap disinterred its arms and
transformed into the Army of National Liberation (Hukbong Mapagpalaya ng Bayan,
HMB).45 But the PKP still failed because the enemy is strongly backed by the United
States, supplying adequate arms and munitions. The Party then decided to give in to the
desire of the government, which is to cease the insurgency. Almost all of them,

surrendered to the government due to their fear of death torture, and other physical

penalties and abuses.

In 1964, the Party started recruiting new members, but the age gap between the

old and the new members was very evident. During these years, the only HMB unit that

43 Nemenzo, Francisco. “Philippine Communism After the Huk Rebellion.” Paper presented to the Asian

Studies Association of Australia, Adelaide, 13-19 May (1984). P.7 ‘
4 Weekley, Kathleen. The Communist Party of the Philippines, 1968-1993: A Story of its Theory and

Practice. Quezon City, Philippines: University of the Philippines Press, 2001. p.18
* Ibid. p.18
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had not given up the armed struggle was the unit belonged to by Bernabe Buscayno, also
known as Commander Dante, and he was looking for a political Party to which he could

attach his little army.*® This little army was the one that would hook up with the activists

from the city led by Jose Maria Sison.

4.2. Jose Maria “Joma” Sison

The revolution was started by Jose Maria Sison, then a college English literature
teacher. He was fond of poetry and philosophy, but ultimately drawn to the writings of
Karl Marx, Vladimir Lenin, and Mao Zedong, fondness to which resulted in the
Philippine Revolution that was a product of the classical Third World fusion of peasant
unrest and nationalism, and was shaped by a convergence of forces at work in the 1960s:
the war in Vietnam, humiliating inequities in the relationship between the Philippines and
the United States, the political radicalism that was sweeping college campuses from

Michigan to Manila, and the Cultural Revolution in the People’s Republic of China.”’

Jose Maria Sison began in Manila in the early 1960s by organizing small groups
of students and workers around nationalist political and economic issues.*® Among these
is the Student Cultural Association of the University of the Philippines (SCAUP), which

was founded in 1959.% Sison claims that the SCAUP propagated the general line of

46 weekley, Kathleen. The Communist Party of the Philippines, 1968-1993: A Story of its Theory and

Practice p.19
7 Ibid. p.5
8 Ibid. p.5
¥ Ibid. p.20




national democratic revolution [and] provided cover for discreet Marxist study.50 He was
invited to join the PKP in 1962 and a month later, he was appointed to the Executive
Committee. After almost two years, he was made head of the PKP’s Youth section

wherein he took on the task of forming a new mass youth organization.”’

Working in close ties with the PKP, Sison learned the incompetence of the Party.
In the issue of the recruitment of new members, it was said a while ago that the stoppage
of the PKP’s operations in the years 1957 to 1964 brought apparent generation gap
between the members. In lieu of this, the PKP was too disoriented to mould the outlook
of the young intellectuals [new members].52 Sison enumerated five (5) main faults of the
Party, namely: 1) being incorrectly “city-based and city-oriented”; 2) the “anti-colonial
and anti-democratic links between the US imperialism and feudalism were not exposed
and denounced for the guidance of the people”; 3) directly after WWII, the Party had
«nurtured the illusion that it could engage in bourgeois parliamentary struggle”; 4) later,
the leadership had “adopted a two-year timetable for seizing political power... without an
all-sided and dialectical appreciation of the strength of the Party and the people’s army on
the one hand, and the strength of the enemy on the other”; and finally, 5) by embracing

“parliamentary struggle as the main form of struggle in 1955, the Party fell into

50 Sison, Jose Maria with Werning, Rainer. p.11 o .
5! weekley, Kathleen. The Communist Party of the Philippines, 1968-1993: A Story of its Theory and

Practice. p.21 ) ] o
52 Nemenzo, Francisco. An Irrepressible Revolution: The Decline and Resurgence of the Philippine

Communist Movement. Work in Progress Seminar, Research School of Pacific Studies, ANU.
November 1984. p.79
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capitulationism.”” In brief, what the PKP turned out to be is a political pariah, a victim

of its own errors and of virulent anti-communist crusades spawned by cold war fears

during the 1950s.>

4.3 The Re-establishment of the Party

Because of the loss of confidence in the PKP, Sison initiated the formation of a
new Communist Party that would be the genuine representation of Marxism-Leninism in
the Philippines. On December 26, 1968, Sison and some of his followers held a congress
outside a small town in Pangasinan, and declared that the Communist Party of the
Philippines had been reestablished.” This is the date the new Communist Party claims as
the start of the new revolution, and this date was also the seventy-fifth anniversary of

Mao’s birthday. Sison was elected chairman of the new Communist Party.

To claim that the new Party is the re-established Communist Party is very
important because it is the basis for the legitimacy of the new organization. He
proclaimed that the new Communist Party of the Philippines is carrying out the “new”
version of the “national-democratic” revolution begun nearly a century earlier by the
Katipunan, and that the PKP betrayed the Philippine Revolution through its erroneous

: 56
policies and had ceased to be a true Communist Party.

53 Weekley, Kathleen. The Communist Party of the Philippines, 1968-1993: A Story of its Theory and

Practice. p.25 . o ) _ ‘
5% Gregg, Jones. Red Revolution: Inside the Philippine Guerilla Movement. Boulder, Colorado: Westview

Press, Inc., 1989. p.19 o .
55 Weekley, Kathleen. The Cominunist Party of the Philippines, 1968-1993: A Story of its Theory and

Practice. p.25
56 Ibid. p.26
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Since one of the faults of the PKP was the fact that the Party was incorrectly
“city-based and city-oriented”, Sison believed that this could be resolved by following
the guidance of Mao Tse Tung Thought. He then adopted the strategy of protracted
people’s war that has proved to be very effective since there is a continuous struggle. As
Mao had determined for the Chinese struggle, the main weapons in the fight against

“imperialism, feudalism, and bureaucrat capitalism” would be the Party, the people’s

army and the united front.>’

4.4 The Need for a People’s Army

After the reestablishment of the new Communist Party, there was a need to form a
new People’s Army that will serve as the armed wing of the Party. This is the reason
why, soon after its reestablishment, the Party linked up with the good cadres,
commanders and fighters of the remnant units of the old people’s army, engaged them in
ideological and political studies, mass work and politico-military training.’® And on
March 29, 1969, the New People’s Army (NPA) was officially launched, which was also
the date of the 27™ anniversary of the founding of WWII Hukbalahap communist guerilla
organization.59 Sison had purposely selected the date in the hope of leading credence to
the claim that the new guerilla movements was actually a continuation of the struggle for

agrarian reforms Central Luzon tenant farmers and field hand had begun three decades

earlier.5
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